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FOR THE PAST 25 YEARS, MEN'S DEVELOPMENT
NETWORK HAVE BEEN ENGAGING WITH MEN
AND BOYS THROUGHOUT IRELAND TO FULFIL

OUR MISSION: 
Better Lives for Men, Better Lives for All. 

 
We take a strengths-based approach to our work,

which is framed through a healthy masculinities lens. 
In encouraging males of all ages to be their most

authentic selves, we encourage positive models of
behaviour. We also invite men into the key
conversations around Gender Equality on a

collaborative, inclusive, non-adversarial basis. 
 

As a men's organisation, we promote allyship with
women and thereby advance our mutual objectives

in a spirit of partnership, solidarity, and respect.
 

We are honoured to have Minister for Justice Helen
McEntee provide our official opening message and
two of the world's foremost thinkers in this critical
area – Gary Barker, President of Equimundo, and

Dr. Michael Flood, Associate Professor at
Queensland University of Technology – as our

international keynote speakers. Also, that so many
excellent and informed voices will take part in our
workshops and panel discussion will make for very

interesting “New Conversations”.
 

We look forward to a day of open, productive
discussion and alliance building. Please join us.NEW

CONVERSATIONS

SEÁN COOKE
FOREWORD

CEO of Men’s
Development Network

WE ARE HONOURED TO HAVE
TWO OF THE WORLD'S FOREMOST
THINKERS AND CHANGE LEADERS
IN THIS AREA SPEAKING AT THIS
SYMPOSIUM, WHOSE MESSAGE IS
MEN CAN BE CARRIERS OF HOPE.

About MDN

http://www.mensnetwork.ie/
http://www.mensnetwork.ie/


Dr. Michael Flood is an
Associate Professor in
Sociology at Queensland
University of Technology
(QUOT), Australia. His research
agenda focuses on gender,
sexuality, masculinities, and
interpersonal violence.

His standing is such that Michael
has been widely published among
leading international journals and
secured several competitively
funded projects. His research has
had a significant impact on
government policy and
programming.

Themes he has published on
include violence against women
and violence prevention, men and
masculinities, profeminist men’s
advocacy, male heterosexuality,
fathering, and pornography. He is
the author of Engaging Men and
Boys in Violence Prevention (2018)
and is the lead editor of Engaging
Men in Building Gender Equality.

ACADEMIC AND ACCLAIMED
AUTHOR OF ‘THE MAN BOX’

MICHAEL FLOOD
International Keynote Speaker

In 2018, Dr. Michael Flood published his acclaimed work “The Man Box: A study on
being a young man in Australia” which explored the attitudes of young men towards
masculinity, and how that influences their behaviour. It showed that social pressures

to act like a man can lead to high levels of mental health, risky drinking, and a
propensity towards acts of violence, online bullying, and sexual harassment.

Seminal Study

Profile
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https://www.qut.edu.au/about/our-people/academic-profiles/m.flood
https://www.qut.edu.au/about/our-people/academic-profiles/m.flood


GARY BARKER
NEW
CONVERSATIONS

A leading global voice in
engaging men and boys in
advancing gender equality and
positive masculinities, Gary
Barker, PhD, is CEO and co-
founder of Equimundo (Center
for Masculinities and Social
Justice. Newly rebranded from
Promundo-US, it has worked
for more than a decade in
nearly 40 countries. He is also
co-founder of Instituto
Promundo in Brazil, which
began work on healthy
masculinities and male allyship
over 20 years ago. 

Gary is co-founder of both
MenCare (a global campaign
across more than 50 countries to
promote men’s involvement as
caregivers) and MenEngage, a
global alliance of 700+ NGOs. He
co-created and leads the
International Men and Gender
Equality Survey (IMAGES), the
largest-ever survey of men’s
attitudes and behaviors related to
violence, fatherhood, and gender
equality. He has co-authored four
State of the World's Fathers
reports and has advised the UN
on strategies to engage men 
and boys on gender equality.

A FOUNDING FIGURE OF
HEALTHY MASCULINITIES

International Keynote Speaker

Full Bio

garybarker.com

https://promundoglobal.org/people/gary-barker/
https://promundoglobal.org/formerly-known-as-promundo-us/


Helen McEntee TD was appointed
Minister for Justice in June 2020, having
been Minister for Mental Health and
Older People at the Department of Health
and then Minister of State for EU Affairs.

Previously chair of the Government's youth
mental health taskforce, she has been to the
fore in advancing new approaches to the
Third National Strategy for Domestic, Sexual
and Gender-Based Violence.

MINISTER FOR JUSTICE
HELEN MCENTEE

Official Opening

Lorcan Brennan is Training & Resource Development Manager with MDN.

He has almost two decades’ experience positively engaging with men, supporting
the development of gender-sensitive training resources, informing men’s health
policy, and mentoring and facilitating training with frontline service providers
nationally.

Lorcan has been centrally involved in the Engage National Men’s Health Training
Programme partnership. He continues to support key men’s health initiatives.

An experienced broadcaster, he has presented radio programmes highlighting issues
impacting on men’s lives through MDN’s ‘Coming Into View’ radio programme.

MEN'S DEVELOPMENT NETWORK

LORCAN BRENNAN

Panel Discussion Moderator
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Plus a welcome message from our Patron, President Michael D. Higgins



12.00 Breakout Workshops (2) 1.00 Lunch

2.30 Breakout Workshops (3) 3.20 Roundtable Discussion

Schedule

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS, WORKSHOPS + ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

SYMPOSIUM

9.30 Welcome by Seán Cooke, CEO of Men's Development Network

Including intro video, a message from our Patron, the President of Ireland Michael D. Higgins; and introductions

9.45 Official opening by the Minister for Justice, Helen McEntee (via video)

10.00 International Keynote Speaker, Dr Michael Flood, Sociologist (Australia)

2.00 International Keynote Speaker, Gary Barker, CEO of Equimundo (USA)

Where is the Hope and what does it look like?  Moderated by Lorcan Brennan

10.30 Breakout Workshops (1) 11.20 Tea/Coffee Break

4.15 Closing Remarks by Noel Synnott, Chair, Men's Development Network
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