
SHOWCASE
VIRTUAL

Invitation to join an Alliance to help support Farming
Families and Health & Wellbeing across the Irish Agri sector



On Thursday, 16th September 2021, an online showcase will be
held for a proposed new National Farmer Health Alliance. 

As a stakeholder in the Health or Agri sector, we are asking YOU to JOIN US!

Featuring international keynote speakers specialising in supporting farmer wellbeing, the
showcase will include participative workshops designed to help YOU shape the Alliance’s
structure, agenda and values, so we can all help make Irish farming families' lives better.

There will also be exhibition “booths” which participants can visit, and networking
opportunities during coffee & lunch breaks — just like a live conference! 
And all via virtual technology on the interactive Hopin.com platform.

REGISTER HERE
It's free and only
takes a minute
Select Participant Ticket

INTRODUCTION

This half-day event will be opened by Martin Heydon TD,
Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture. 

Having Special Responsibility for Farm Safety, he recently announced
new funding and initiatives for Health, Safety & Wellbeing under the
European Innovation Partnerships programme. Minister Heydon

https://hopin.com/events/farmer-health-alliance-showcase
https://mensnetwork.ie/national-farmer-health-alliance/
https://hopin.com/events/farmer-health-alliance-showcase


Dr Alison Kennedy, Senior Research Fellow with the
National Centre for Farmer Health at Deakin
University, Australia, is our first Keynote Speaker.

A Behavioural Scientist who has lived and worked in Victoria’s rural farming
community for the past 17 years, Alison is a passionate advocate for
health, wellbeing and safety, with a particular focus on farming families. 

As a researcher and social and emotional wellbeing community educator,
she works to empower individuals and communities to improve their
capacities and capabilities to thrive, especially when faced with
challenging times. Her role at the NCFH since 2010 has primarily focused on
rural/farmer mental health and suicide prevention, using a range of
innovative techniques including digital interventions, digital storytelling,
community education programmes and peer support models. 

Her work as Research Fellow has enabled her to draw on her academic
training, research experience, and personal farming insights to make a
positive contribution to improving lives in a country that is one of the world
leaders when it comes to farmers’ health. 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 1 Dr Alison Kennedy is a recognised
international expert in farmer health

CLICK ICON TO READ MORE ABOUT ALISON'S WORK

https://www.deakin.edu.au/about-deakin/people/alison-kennedy


Philippe Roy, adjunct professor at the University
of Sherbrooke’s School of Social Work (Canada)
is our second Keynote Speaker.

His research interests include gender, men, masculinities, mental
health promotion, suicide prevention, and rural social work. He also
teaches many courses on psychosocial intervention with
Indigenous communities. 

Philippe collaborates regularly with community services and health
agencies for men’s health programmes. His work on farming men’s
mental health has received many distinctions, including the Best
Thesis Award and the Institute of Gender & Health's Award for
Excellence in Gender, Sex and Health Research. 

He is co-chairman of the First Line health and social services
community development axis (Institut universitaire de première
ligne en santé et services sociaux) and a member of Québec’s
research and expertise pole on men’s health and wellbeing.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 2 Philippe Roy's work on farming men's mental
health has received many distinctions

CLICK ICON TO READ MORE ABOUT PHILIPPE'S WORK

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Philippe-Roy-2


National
Farmer
Health
Alliance

If your organisation would like to present a virtual exhibit
about your work in health and wellbeing and how it can
be applied to the Agri sector, we would be delighted to
hear from you. Places are limited, so contact us directly
without delay and fill in our special exhibitor form.

EXHIBITORS

INTERESTED IN
EXHIBITING?

health@mensnetwork.ie
ENQUIRIES

The showcase will feature a range of
exhibition “booths” hosted by pioneering

projects focused on improving health,
safety or wellbeing in the agricultural

sector or rural communities. Participants
can drop into these throughout the day. 

 
Exhibitors will have the option of using
prepared replayable material and also

live interactivity so participants can find
out more at any time during the event.

mailto:health@mensnetwork.ie
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Context

This initiative took root during discussions involving the Men's Development
Network and a range of stakeholders in the new farm advisor health training

programme, On Feírm Ground (part of Engage Training Programme). 
This also led to the European Innovation Project, F.A.R.M. Connect, which will

be piloted in Waterford & Roscommon during 2022.

The Farmer Health Alliance steering group's research confirms that
those engaged in agriculture are disproportionately impacted by
health issues, both physical and mental, compared to other sectors.

Farming also has the highest rate of fatalities of any sector
nationally. Sadly, local and national efforts to get farmers to mind
their health have suffered from a lack of cohesion.

It is envisaged that this Alliance, once established, will serve as a
central information hub and fulcrum for farmer-specific health and
wellbeing awareness campaigns, research, and policy advocacy.

This will finally provide the focused, joined-up approach that can
result in big changes for the better for farmers and communities.

“WE HEAR MUCH OF THE TERM
SUSTAINABILITY IN RELATION TO 

FARMING PRACTICES, YET IT IS 
RARELY A TERM USED IN REGARD TO 

THE IRISH FARMER AND FARM FAMILY.” 

ALISON HOLMES
Clinical Tutor, U.L., Nuffield Scholar, Macra Skillnet,
FHA Steering Committee & Farmer
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